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A long time ago, before people used money, they used
something called the barter system. This means they
would trade things with each other to get what they
needed.
For example:
 If Ali had apples and wanted bread, and Sara had
bread and wanted apples, they could trade.
 Ali gives Sara some apples, and Sara gives Ali some
bread.
 No money is used—just a fair exchange of things!
People bartered things like:

Fruits and vegetables
Clothes
Tools
Animals

But sometimes it was hard to find someone who had
what you needed and wanted what you had. That’s
why people later started using money, which made
trading easier!

Barter System

Before
Now
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Problems with the Barter System
Hard to Find a Match

     You had to find someone who had what you wanted
and wanted what you had.

Not Always Fair
     Sometimes one item was worth more than the other,
and it was hard to decide how much to trade.

Big Things Were Tricky to trade
       You can’t easily trade a cow for a loaf of bread—it’s
hard to carry and split big things!

No Saving
       You couldn’t save things like bananas for later—
they would go bad!

No Common Measure
       Everyone valued things differently, so there was no
clear way to know what something was “worth.”

No Common Measure! What does that mean?
In the barter system, there was no set value for things.
That means people didn’t agree on how much one
thing was worth compared to another.
Example:
Ali has a bunch of bananas and wants to trade them
for a toy car.

Ali thinks: “My bananas are fresh and tasty—they
should be worth a toy car!”
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But the toy owner says: “Hmm, I don’t think bananas
are worth that much. Maybe just a marble!”

Now they can’t agree because there’s no price tag or
common way to measure value.
That’s why money is helpful—it gives everything a price,
like:
 🍌 Bananas = Rs. 50
 🚗 Toy car = Rs. 100
Easy to compare, right?

1.What is the barter system?

2. Why was it difficult to find someone who wanted to
trade exactly what you had? (Think of examples of how
people had different needs.)

Draw

Draw



3. Why is it hard to compare the value of different items
in a barter system? (Can you think of two things that
would be hard to trade fairly)

Why do you think money is easier to use than
bartering? (Explain why money helps us avoid the
problems in the barter system)

Draw

Draw



Barter Problem-Solving: A Tricky Trade!

Story:
Fatima has two small dolls that she doesn’t play with
anymore. She really wants crayons so she can color a
birthday card for her mom.
Ahmad has a full box of crayons—but he’s not
interested in dolls. He loves toy cars instead.
Fatima really wants those crayons! But Ahmad says,
“No thanks, I don’t need dolls.”

Now what?
 Fatima is stuck! How can she still get the crayons?

What could Fatima do to solve this problem?

What is the problem with this trade?



Can you think of a way to make a 3-person
trade?
 Make a comic about your answer below using
characters, names, items and even use arrows to
show how the items can move from person to
person.
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